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Boating Industry Association

26 June 2026

To Inner West Council
email to daniela.kiproff@innerwest.nsw.gov.au

Re., proposed parking restrictions in White Street, Carieville Street and
Glassop Street, Balmain.

| am writing on behalf of the Boating Industry Association (BIA), the boating industry
and the current, and future boating public to your deadline of 29 June 2026 regarding
the proposed parking restrictions in Balmain.

The BIA was established in 1960 and is the peak industry body in Australia that
represents the interests of boating which includes designers, manufacturers,
importers, brokers, insurers, retailers, charters, yacht and boat clubs, marinas,
events, surveyors and trades from boat builders to riggers, and more. BIA is an
advocate for boaters and the boating lifestyle and supports safe, responsible, and
enjoyable boating. BIA has members in all States and Territories.

The BIA reported national industry turnover last year of more than $10.2 billion with
around 35,000 people employed across more than 2,000 businesses. Seventy-five
per cent of BIA members are in small family businesses, employing local workers
and supporting local communities. In NSW the industry turnover is more than $3
billion with more than 11,000 people employed.

In NSW almost 1 in 5 households has a boat or some form of watercraft which is why
the State has more than 550,000 boat licence holders and more than 240,000+
registered boats. And it is estimated more than 2 million people go boating each year
in the State.

Across Australia more than 85 per cent of the population live within 50km of the
coast, so it is little wonder that almost 1 in 5 households have a boat or watercraft
and more than 5 million go boating each year. People of all ages, gender and ability
participate in boating across paddle, sail and power for leisure and sport.

Boating not only delivers economic benefits but social benefits as research has
proven getting out on the water delivers mental and physical health benefits. On a
boat, feel-good hormones (dopamine, serotonin, oxytocin) go up, while stress
(cortisol) goes down. It is called Blue Mind.

It is with this background in mind that the BIA is writing on behalf of the boating
industry, boating public of today and tomorrow, along with waterway users and
mooring holders to object to the proposed restrictions in White Street, Carieville
Street and Glassop Street, Balmain; together with the existing restrictions already
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imposed in nearby streets, combine to adversely affect access to the waterfront and
the practical use of lawful moorings in the area.

The BIA highlights the following:

« these are legitimate members of the boating and maritime community of the
precinct, not casual short-stay visitors;

« all-day parking is often necessary for people accessing vessels on private
moorings for day trips, overnight stays and extended boating use;

o the existing restrictions in Fitzroy Avenue, Glassop Street and Young Street
have already displaced parking demand and made access more difficult; and

o further restrictions in White Street, Carieville Street and Glassop Street will
only worsen the problem for private mooring holders and other waterfront
users.

In addition, BIA is concerned for key stakeholder groups being overlooked including
the responsible boating public who keep registered vessels on licensed TINSW
moorings in the bays off Fitzroy Avenue Reserve and Paringa Reserve. These boat
owners rely on practical all-day parking in the surrounding streets to access their
dinghies and boats, and many also pay Council for dinghy storage on the foreshore.

The BIA calls upon Council to note the above and to abandon the proposed parking
restrictions, and to engage with the industry and boating public on any future reviews
and or considerations regarding parking management in the area. The BIA is ready
and willing to working in collaboration with Council in future on such matters.

Please do not hesitate to contact me on neil@bia.org.au or 0418 279 465 as
necessary.

Yours sincerely,

T

Neil Patchett
General Manager Government & Public Affairs
Boating Industry Association
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